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19 9  
in the 6 s ongoing planting of new 

wildflower species in the grassland areas, checking up on staff and facilitating clearing of vegetation on the pipeline.   
P s by HCT during September revealed no snares in the western and north-west portion of the forest. 

is still extremely dry and no significant rain has fallen yet in September. However, some summer migrant birds such as Yellow-billed 
Kites and Klaas's cuckoo have returned from their equatorial winter retreats.  

October are to continue sourcing (and plant) wild-flowers into the grassland restoration nodes and to start clearing the 
pipeline of over grown vegetation. 



There has been no further regrowth of Creeping inch 
plant at the forest gate. But we will continue to 
monitor this area to see if it returns during the 
summer.

(1)

The stock pile of mulch at the forest entrance has been 
relatively well managed but some of the plastic in the 
mulch should be cleaned-up by Life Landscapes 
before it has a chance to blow into the forest. 

(2)

The camera traps continue to provide surveillance of 
humans and wildlife within the reserve. Though there are 
some challenges in keeping them running on a continuous 
basis. 

(3)

The forest pathways did not need to be been cut this month as 
spring growth has not yet set in. However,  the grassland 
pathways will be cut early in October. 

(4)

The forest is still particularly dry and in its deciduous winter form.  We should expect 
that late September or early October rain will kick off a green flush. Klaas's but no 
Black Cuckoos were heard  during the visit. These are summer migrates to the 
forest and their presence is signal that the summer breeding season has begin. 

(5)

This Eugenia, Eugenia uniflora (Siam cherry - https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugenia_uniflora) is an invasive shrub 
and has been noted growing on the edge of forest along the 
pipeline  and will be removed by the HCT staff. 

(6)

The swallow platform at he entrance ponds seems to 
have been used over the winter. .  

(7)

Eulophia speciosa, a cool and quite common ground orchard (http://
pza.sanbi.org/eulophia-speciosa) can be noted flowering within the 
grassland and other open wild places within the estate. 

(8)
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Some nice grassland forbs, Drimia elata, 
(https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/507050-Drimia-elata/browse_photos) were 
noted flowering in the original grassland restoration plot which was planted by 
Geoff Nichols in 2008. 

(9)

HCT staff will manually clean the Curry bush and other 
woody plants from the original grassland wild-flower 
restoration plot during the month of October. 

(10)

Hypoxis hemerocallidea, flowering in the original grassland 
plot, http://pza.sanbi.org/hypoxis-hemerocallidea. 

(11)

Gladiolus dalenii bulbs on the pathway will be moved ino the new 
grassland restoration clusters by HCT in October. http://
pza.sanbi.org/gladiolus-dalenii

(12)

Silver Oak were cut back and managed on the western 
section of the grassland during September. 

(13)

Some of the Lions Ear  (Leonotus) have been browsed by antelope so we have 
installed a 'thorn boma'  to protect them for the remainder of the dry season. 

(14)

The grass around the picnic area in not looking good 
and is full of weeds. These will be cleaned up during 
October. 

(15)

The Bush-shrike forest forest trail has been 
raked during  September - we still would like to 
add tree tags along the path. A budget for these will be 
discussed with the HCT board. 

(16)
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Unfortunately, the Umhlanga River is not in great condition as a 
result of having raw sewage flowing  into in from number 
source points in the catchment.

(17)

A most beautiful wild flower, Scabiosa columbaria (http://
pza.sanbi.org/scabiosa-columbaria) have been tested 
for browsing in the restoration plots. 

(18)

Vernona capensis (Silver vernona) have passed the 
browse test and have now been planted in six locations 
on the eastern portion of the grassland. 

(19)
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September 2022

The Red Duiker are the most beautiful forest antelope we have at the Hawaan Forest.  Larger, 
and less common than their smaller cousins the Blue Duiker, they may reach up to 12 kg. They 
are coloured a deep chestnut red which contrasts pleasingly with the luminescent greens of 
the forest foliage in summer and similarly with the dry-scrub brown of the deciduous winter 
phase of the forest. These camera trap images, taken this month in September, showcase this 
most graceful forest antelope amongst the soft greens and browns of the forest before the on-
set of spring. 
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