
31 07.

July 28. 7 In addition to their regular activities HCT staff have finialised preparation of 
tracer belts for the up coming prescribed burn. The local fire-chief Mr. Paul Jude, visited the grassland in July to inspect tracer-belts prior to burn. 
ii.  The forest has just about reached the peak dry-phase within its annual cycle. The means that the leaves have dropped (leaf abscission) across many of 
the deciduous (e.g. White Stinkwood), and semi-decidious (e.g. Buffalo Thorn) trees in the forest. Shedding leaves helps trees to conserve energy and 
water during dry or cold months of the year. The HCT staff have consequently focused to ensure that leaves have been cleared along forest trail leading to 
the observation point at the Ohlanga River. 
i. No Snares were found during the Snare patrol along the western portion of the forest boundary. 

iv  Sufficient Flat Crown (Albizia adianthifolia) seeds have now been collected and are ready for distribution in spring to the exposed embankment areas on 
the river edge. 
v. A toolbox talk was held with HCT staff around Snake Bite awareness. We discussed the protocols and actions needed should a forest user (staff or 
guest) be bitten by a venomous snake. 



The forest management zone, shed and 
storage area was checked and house keeping 
was in good order.  

(1)

Forest trails were neat and well maintained during the 
visit. Water points were clean and had been serviced 
during July.  

(2)

Another small population of Solanum 
seaforthianum was noted on the pipeline trail 
and will be attended to by HCT staff. If, forest 
users see this plant - please send a whatsapp 
pin and we'll get to removing it. 

(3)

Some of the Silver Oak around the Solitry Bee 
colony will be pruned back this winter to keep 
the tree canopy open in this area. 

(4)

The forest is now in its least productive phase in 
terms of net primary production.  Meaning that 
many of the deciduous and semi-decidious trees, 
eg. Celtis africana, Croton sylvaticus, Ziziphus 
mucronata trees have droped their leaves. In turn 
the HCT staff monitor and maintain the leaf litter on 
the forest trails so that forest user's can easily find 
their way to along the bushshrike trail. 

(5)

For example, this keep an eye out for naked White 
Stinkwoods during forest visits. We would expect 
these tree start buding from mid September 
onwards...

(6)
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HCT staff have put some work into maintaining 
the exclusion plot area by tightening up the 
fence and straightening polls. 

(7)

An ongoing task for HCT staff is to ensure weekly 
maintenance of the observation deck. During this time we 
used to the opportunity to discuss Snake bite awareness 
and emergency protocals related snake bite. Be it for the 
staff or other forest users. A key factor if bitten by a snake 
is to be able to identify the snake because this informs the 
type of anti-venom used. We have also updated the Snake 
Bite first aid protocol with the HOA. 

(8)

The Outlook over the lagoon shows that the water 
has not beached the river mouth. this month.  Lesser 
swamp warbler was heard calling on from the 
reedbeds in the river many times. 

(9)

The thorns of the Hluhluwe creeper become prominent 
once the leaves of forest trees have dropped thier during 
the dry phase of the year. These armed thorns offer 
valuable insight into past evolutionary processes and the 
type of protection needed by creepers from mega-
herbivores, such as elephants, which once roamed this 
landscape.

(10)

The water point at the Bushshike trail 
was clean and serviced. 

(11)

The vegetation on the pipeline does not yet need to be cut back 
though a few grasses have seeded themselves in cracks in 
concrete over winter. Thankfully, the leak which occurred in 
early July has been temporarily rectified. However, there is still 
a risk of further leaks and undermining of this infrastructure. 

(12)



(13) (14)

Mowing has been conducted around grassland 
signage and the wild flower planting on the 
western edge of the forest. 

(15)

Before the prescribed burn, HCT staff will open 
another 1 m around the picknic benches. 

(16)

The last of the tracer belts was installed on the 
middle section of the grassland. Leading up to 
the estate bufferzone. No new mowing is 
required along the grassland properties 
because this has already been cut for testing 
the security camera. 

(17)

HCT have began collecting Flat Crown (Albizia 
adianthifolia) seed from the forest for use in 
slope slip rehab area. We intended to sow these 
seeds in late September. 

(18)
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Tracerbelts around western side of the forest 
have been opened up and mowed by HCT 
staff. 

Tracerbelts around western side of the forest 
have been opened up and mowed by HCT 
staff. 
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