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June 22. 6 Staff have continued with their regulator activities such as maintenance of the 
grassland and forest trail network, clearing invasive plants while also cleaning and refreshing water points. 
ii.  Clearing of indigenous woody encroachment in the grassland together with Triffid weed (Chromolaena odorata) has been a particular focus for the HCT 
staff during June. Triffid weed flowers during June/July so it can be easily identified during this time. Although we do not have control of Triffid populations 
outside of the reserve, a key management objective of this species is to keep seed levels in the general environment as low as possible, so an active effort is 
made during this time of the year to remove flowering plants. Such activities include scouting for plants which occur within the reserve grassland, the 
bufferzone or any adjacent empty lots in the estate. 
i. An usual winter rainfall event of around 60 mm popped a manhole cover on the sewerage mainline on the western boundary of the reserve. This was 

reported by HCT staff during their patrols. A event log has been reported to the city and a temporary repair has been conducted. 
iv  Tracerbelts were discussed and laid out by HCT staff during the site visit. We have a provisional date of late July-early August for the prescribed burn. Our 
application for the burn to emergency services for permits has been submitted. 
v. Two snares were located on the western portion of the grassland during June. 



House keeping around the Forest Management 
zone was in order during the site visit. 

(1)

Forest pathways need to be trimmed back 
slightly before the end of June. 

(2)

A few plants of Solanum seafothianum are 
flowering on the forest pipeline path and need 
to be cleared. 

(3)

During the drier winter phase of growth season the 
structure and texture of the forest become clearer. For, 
example, the  stems of the many Knobwood trees can 
now be easily noted along the pipeline forest trail. 

(4)

(5)

Water points have been serviced and were being 
used by Thick-Billed weavers during the site 
visit. 

(6)

No Albizia (Flat-crown) seeds have been 
harvested as yet but the seed pods are just 
about dry and will be collected during early 
July by HCT staff.  



They don't look like much now, but 15 mature 
Pink velvet beans plants have been reintroduced 
into the grassland restoration zones. 

(7)

A few Vernona wildflowers which were planted in the 
grassland last year suffered during the hot dry period in 
March-April. They have now been cared for by HCT staff 
who have added some compost. Hopefully we can nurse 
them through the forth-coming growing season, which 
will enable them to survive without care in the future. 

(8)

Look out for the Cocktail Ants which have colonised the 
tops of shrubs on the eastern portion of the grassland. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/170805723

(9)

These Cocktail ants can be seen feeding off the nectaries or 
scale insects on the Lucky Bean creepers in the grassland. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/170805844

(10)

Grassland pathways have been mowed and 
neatly maintained by HCT staff during 
June. 

(11)

Flowering in June out of the top of one or two 
bush-clumps in the grassland is Cape Honey 
Suckle. 

(12)



(13)

Another species of grassland Ant (Savanna spiny 
Sugar Ant) were also out feeding off aphids on this 
yellow grassland creeper, Senecio deltoides. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/169146655

During June, the HCT staff have spent quite a bit 
of time cutting back woody encroachment and 
hand-pulling annual aliens from the small valley 
in the central grassland area. 

(14)

HCT staff have been hand pulling Porophyllum 
ruderalle in the western sections of grassland. 
These plants will get stockpiled and burnt 
during the prescribed burn in July. 

(15)

In preparation for the prescribed burn, tracer 
belts will be cut around some of the forest 
edges in July. 

(16)

A couple of small pepper trees were spotted 
in the grassland they will be removed by the 
end of July. 

(17) (18)

A species of Justica was noted flowering the 
grassland. It has been uploaded to iNatualist 
for help with identification. 
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