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1) Insect life in the forest and grassland has been active during January. The ongoing showers have meant that the forest ecosystem
has remained extremely productive late into the growing season, when the extreme heat in January can sometimes slow things down.
Consequently, there have been some lovely observations around the ground nesting bee colony, such as Velvet Ants, which are in fact
hemiparasitic wasps that lay their eggs on the host larvae of either bees or wasps.
2) Work conducted during January by the HCT operations team has included mowing, pruning, and weeding of the trail network
around the grassland and forest. Spot spraying of invasive and woody plant species has been difficult because of the consistent rain across
the month.
3) Two members of the HCT staff attended a basic First Aid and SHE REP courses during January 2024.
4) There have been reports of poaching again on the western portion of the reserve. Though only a single snare was located in the
during a patrol on the western boundary of the forest.
5) Follow-up work on the bush encroachment will begin during the final week of January 2024, once the work around the trail network
has been attended to by HCT staff.
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Forest pathways have been mowed in early January 
and were looking good and neat during the inspection. 

(1) (2)

The sticky weed on the eastern corner of the grassland 
trails have been removed, which seems to have increased 
over the growth phase of summer. HCT to focus on this and 
remove completly before the end January. 

(3)

Wallenburga undularis  was seen flowering within the 
grassland, and the pathway edges.  

(4)

The bush encroachment, which was managed along the eastern 
portion of the forest in late November, clearly makes a 
significant difference to the structure of the grassland. However, 
in its place, an invasive grass, Itch Grass (Rottboellia), has 
emerged. As it's an annual grass, the HCT staff have been 
instructed to carefully slash and spray this grass when it's noted

(5)

In January, the forest staff have focused on cutting 
back Silver Oak from the edges of and pruning back 
over hanging branches from the trails. 

(6)

In sub-tropical African forests, cicada beetles are known for their loud 
calls during peak summer, primarily as a mating call to attract females. 
The intensity of their calling, amplified by high summer temperatures, 
plays a crucial role in their life cycle and contributes to the 
characteristic soundscape of these of forest environment at the 
Hawaan. 



HCT Staff have now cut back summer growth 
along the Bushshrike trail. This was prioritsed 
for work by the end of January 2024.

(7)

The forest ecosystem has experienced exceptional productivity due 
to the rainfall in December and throughout January 2024. This has 
led to a notable increase in breeding activity, resulting in either a 
second or even a third brood of chicks for the Red Capped Robin 
Chat this season. 

(8)

Forest pathways along the west of the forest were 
looking neatly mowed and well managed. 

(9)

Along the Bulbul trail, keep an eye out for eye out for Moth Fruit 
Creeper, Acridocarpus natalensis. 

(10)

Another invasive species, Solanum seaforthianum, is 
being actively managed by the conservation staff. If 
you encounter these flowers, please either remove 
them or alert us to their location.

(11)

The pipeline down to the sewage works has once again 
popped open, basically spilling raw sewage into the forest and 
then onto the Ohlanga River. This incident has been logged with 
the relevant city officials, which led to an inspection on the 19th of 
Jan. Despite the inspection, the issue has not yet been resolved 
and commutation with the city is a weekly basis. 

(12)



Another species of Velvet Ant, known for inspecting holes in search 
of bees or wasps nests, is particularly common in sandy trail areas. 
These insects lay their eggs as brood parasites, utilizing the nests of 
other species for the development of their own offspring. Their 
presence is notably higher in sandy environments, where many bees 
and wasps build their nests, providing ideal conditions for the Velvet 
Ant's unique reproductive strategy. 

Velvet Ants, from the sub-family Mutillinae, are unusual 
because they are not actually ants but a unique group of 
solitary wasps. Despite their common name, these insects 
belong to the family Mutillidae and are known for their 
striking, velvety appearance and vibrant colors, which can 
range from bright reds and oranges to black. In addition to 
their distinctive  appearance, Velvet Ants have a fascinating 
relationship with bees. They are known as cleptoparasites, 
meaning they lay their eggs in the nests of ground-nesting 
bees and wasps. The larvae of Velvet Ants then consume the 
host's larvae and the food provisions left by the host for its 
own offspring.
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/197064634

Feather-legged Spiders of the genus Miagrammopes are unique for 
their remarkable web-building behavior and hunting techniques. They 
construct a small, unusual web, which they hold stretched between 
their front legs, and when an insect passes by, they release it, 
entangling the prey with remarkable accuracy. 

Purple Turacos, common visitors to the Bush Shrike trail-
watering point, exhibit breeding behaviors characteristic of many 
turaco species. These birds are monogamous, typically forming 
long-term pair bonds. During the breeding season, both male and 
female Purple Turacos collaborate in building a rather flimsy and 
shallow nest, often placed in the fork of a tree branch. 

Black sparrow hawks are a also typical visitors to the Bush-Shrike 
watering point. They nest in a very large Flatcrown tree, on the 
eastern area of the forest. 

Forb hoppers, primarily feeding on a wide variety of non-grassy 
plants or forbs, distinguish themselves from grasshoppers by their 
specialized diet, which is less focused on grasses and more on 
broad-leaved plants. 

(12) (12)

(13) (14)

(15)
(16)
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Camera Trap highlights from November 2023. Hawaan Forest. 

Large Spoted Genet Female Bushbuck 

Red Capped Robin Chat Pair of Red Duikers 

Purple crested turaco Tambourine dove 
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