
 

12.12.2023

1. Bird life in the forest has been extremely active in November and December, with many species still seemingly in breeding
season. Exciting birds spotted while on operations duty included the Green Malkoha in the western portion of the forest on the
pipeline trail, while the Gorgeous Bush-shrike and Olive Bush-shrike were seen on the forest road near the management zone.
2. Work conducted during November by the HCT operations team comprised follow-up spot spraying of bush encroachment in
the western portion of the grassland (Blocks 1, 4, & 3), followed by manual clearing of Block 5. Follow-up spot spraying in Block 5,
and on the Dodder, has been scheduled for January-February 2024.
3. No snares were located in the usual area checked on the western boundary of the forest, though a possible incident of
bushbuck poaching reported on the M4 has prompted a snare patrol of the eastern boundary of the reserve.
4. Pathways, trails, and water points were serviced during November and December in preparation for the holiday season.
5. Camera traps have been operating smoothly, with the new battery replacement system working well. Rather than using
Marshall Security, we are training HCT staff to deploy and check the camera traps. We are fortunate to have received a donation
from Vodacom to purchase five additional units.
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Forest pathways have been managed and 
mowed in November and December. 

(1)

White Stinkwoods (Celtis africana) were looking really 
good  in the forest during November. 

(2)

Forest cameras have been checked and the new 
systems are working effectively . A new camera 
has now been sited at the second waterpoint 
along  pipeline trail

(3)

Stickyweed (Drymaria cordata), a relatively new invasive ground 
cover, has been noted in the forest. This species invades lawns and 
gardens and spreads into the forest via seeds transported by 
Hadadas and on people's shoes. It often colonizes trails and 
pathways. Our management objective is to consistently monitor 
and ensure that these small populations do not expand 
uncontrollably. 

(4)

Green mamba vine (Adenia gummifera) 
has been flowing in the forest

(5)

Spot spraying has been conducted in Grassland 
Block 1&3 on the regenerating woody plants that 
were cut back in October

(6)



The picnic site has been mowed, and the 
area around the tree has been slightly 
extended to accommodate more guests.

(7)

Trials for spot spraying Searsia nebulosa in the 
western portion of the grassland have been 
successful

(8)

A Croton gratissimus fell down on one of the western 
pathways and needs to be cleaned up a 
bit by the HCT staff in early December

(9) (10)

Part of the work involved has been to ensure 
overhead branches are pruned and access kept 
clear. 

(11)

Unfortunately, it was noted during these inspections 
that there are still ongoing ruptures and sewage 
spilling out of the pipeline into the surrounding 
forest

(12)

HLEM contractors were deployed in late 
November to clean and manage the pipeline on 
the western portion of the forest. 



One of a pair of Green Malkoas was eyeballed on the 
pipeline trail towards the western portion of the 
forest.  

(13)

Maintenance of the forest edge along the forest 
road is ongoing, but a focus has been on the 
western Francolin trail in November. 

(14)

Bush encroachment has been cleared on eastern 
grassland in November by a external contractor 
(Garbriel) while some limited pruning was also 
done by HCT staff. 

(15

Opening up forest pathways by pruning was also conducted in 
November. 

(16)

(17) (18)

Dodda, Cassytha filiformis, https://
www.inaturalist.org/observations/191576394, has 
started to get into some portions of grassland Block 
5. HCT staff will attend to this in 2024.

Lavender-leaved Leucas, Leucas lavandulifolia, was 
noted flowering in some sandy patches of the 
grassland. 



Camera Trap highlights from November 2023. Hawaan Forest. 

Large Spoted Genet Female Bushbuck 

Red Capped Robin Chat Pair of Red Duikers 

Purple crested turaco Tambourine dove 
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