
31.10.2023

i) The site visit the Hawaan Forest was conducted on the 23.09.2023. Work activities conducted during the month were routine
snare checking and servicing of water points, however the main focus of Septembers operations was clearing bush-encroachment on the
grassland.
ii) HCT staff, resident gardeners, were joined by local contractor Hlengiwe Luthuli whom spent 6 solid days clearing back the bush-
encroachment from the grassland at Blocks .
iii) Bush encroachment is a process whereby indigenous trees colonise grassland and thereby outcompete grasses, converting the
area into a forest or woodland. Authogh not all, a characterist if bush-encroachment trees is that they have fleshy fruit and are spread by
birds or rodents. At the Hawaan, Sicklebush, Dichrostachys cinerea, Rhus nebulosa, Allophylus natalensis, Euclea natalensis, Silver Oak
(Brachylaena discolor), Duikerberry, (Sclerocroton integerrimus) , Ziziphus mucronata, and Coastal bone-apple, Catunaregam obovatum, are
some main encroaching species. The reduction of grassland at the Hawaan has consequences for birds, insects, and mammals that rely
on grassland habitats to survive, either for feeding or breeding purposes, such as the Natal Spurfowl or the Scrub hare.
iv) Focus actions planned for November are to manage and weed trail pathways, while training of staff H&S will also be undertaken.
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The compost area was neatly maintained 
during the inspection in October, 2023. 

(1)

A programme of clearing of indigenous 
woody encroachment trees and shrubs in 
grassland Blocks 1,3,5 was undertaken by 
HCT staff, residents, and a local contractor. 

(2)

Some of tree species cleared were: Sicklebush, Rhus 
nebulosa, Allophylus natalensis, Euclea natalensis, 
Silver Oak, Duiker berry, Coastal bone-apple. 

(3)

Bushclumps are a natural component of the grassland 
ecosystem at the Hawaan, providing cover and breeding 
opportunities for birds, while also expanding the forest-
grassland edge area of the reserve. The older, established 
bushclumps have been retained, and the focus of bush 
clearing has been on removing the outer growth, 
sometimes referred to as the 'skirt' of the bushclumps

(4)

Training, i.e. mixing and application, for 
foliar-spraying herbicide on Searsia nebulosa 
and coppice of other bush-encroachment species 
was conducted during the October site visit. 

(5)

During October, HCT staff have maintained the  
planting basins which contain the wild flower 
plantings. 

(6)
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Two low-hanging branches on the large fig, will be 
pruned in November by HCT staff. 

(7)

Richardia brasiliensis weeds are scheduled to be 
hand-pulled from the trails in November, 2023. 

(8)

The camera traps were checked, serviced and 
will be deployed in early Novermber. Meanwhile, 
the  scrubbing of Alga from the water troughs 
will be conducted. 

(9)

Cavacoa aurea, is a characteristic forest tree with 
fluted stems, along the BushShrike trail, was 
flowering during October. https://
www.inaturalist.org/observations/189467336

(10)

Pathways in the forest along the Bush Shrike 
trail were raked and checked in October. 

(11)

Coastal Bone-Apple, Catunaregam obovata, 

was noted flowering the forest during October. https://

www.inaturalist.org/observations/189466995

(12)
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The forest Bulbul trail remained we'll 

maintained during October, and will mowed in 

early November. 

(13)

A second wildlife camera trap has been set 

up at the Bulbul Trail water point. 

(14)

It's interesting how the phenological cycles of trees in Hawaan 

differ throughout the growing season. For instance, unlike the 

White Stinkwoods, which sprout new leaves in late September, 

new leaf emergence for  Ziziphus mucrunata, had not yet 

occurred by late October. 

(15) (16)

(17) (18)

Bush-clearing on the Western Grassland area has 

push back a lot of woody vegetation and open up the 

grassland in the Block 5 managment block. 

Common Cross-berry, Grewia occidentalis, is a very 

pretty generalist forest creeper and popular wildlife 

attracting plant. As it offers lots of pollen during 

early summer. https://www.inaturalist.org/

observations/189467200

Another forest creeper which flowers in early 

summer is the Monkey Rope, Secomne alpini. 

https://www.inaturalist.org/

observations/189466867
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