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1) The abundance of Insect life in the forest has continued from January to February. This may be related to the heat, which has 
been extreme (daily average 24 degrees), and little rain, with the estate receiving 25 mm of rain compared to 246 mm in January. 
Consequently, the HCT staff have attended to filling up and refreshing the water points on the reserve, which have been well-utilized by 
wildlife.
2) Work conducted during February by the HCT operations team has included mowing, pruning, and weeding, of the trail network 
around the grassland and forest. Spot spraying of invasive and woody plant species will resume in early March 2024.
3) There have been some really good sightings of Trumpeter Hornbills feeding on Natal Figs, which were planted during the 
development of the estate some 20 years ago. A family group of three is frequently observed in the mornings, and then seen flying north, 
presumably towards Umdloti, where these birds are also observed by residents on the north bank of the river. 
4) HCT staff patrolled the western section of the reserve and found no snares.
5) Follow-up work on the bush encroachment continued in February. Gabriel (sponsored by the Goss's) continues to clear saplings 
from the mid-section of the grassland towards the west, while HCT staff has been busy slashing back the invasive Itch Grass and will 
continue with spot spraying coppice's and Searia nebulosa in appropriate areas
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The management zone has been mowed 
appeared relatively neat; however, housekeeping 
could be improved and will be attended to in 
March. 

(1)

For example, waste needs to be removed 
by the security contractor when they have 
finished their jobs. 

(2)

The Bushshrike and other forest trails have 
now been neatly mowed and pruned for 
February.

(3)

It is within this mix of grass and leaves, on the sandy 
trails, that this centipede, from the family 
Scolopendrinae, was observed on being predated on by 
ants. https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/911860-
Scolopendrinae. 

(4)

Water points have been cleaned and cameras 
checked in February. 

(5)

Silver Oaks and other shrubs have been cleaned and 
pruned off the forest-grassland edge by HCT staff.

(6)



Gabriel, who has been working in the grassland 
following up on work conducted in November, is 
now moving towards the central-west of the 
grassland blocks

(7)

Initial work and pruning of the grassland's woody 
encroachment have also been assisted this month 
by 20 hours of work by Gabriel. Thanks again to the 
Goss's for their support. 

(8)

HCT staff are to spot spray NEMBA Category 1 
Cassytha filiformis and Pepper trees in the central 
grassland area during March. 

(9)

Spot spraying of Searsia in the central grassland 
areas has worked very well this summer. We will 
continue with this program moving forward into 
March. 

(10)

Slashing of Itch grass has been carried out by 
HCT staff on the western grassland. 

(11)

Quite a large portion (roughly 600m2) of the central area 
drainage line on the western grassland block, has been 
colonised by a indigenous grassland Hoarypea (Tephosia sp.) 
This positive ecological response affirms the work we have 
been doing by burning and cutting back saplings or colonising 
forest trees in the grassland area. https://www.inaturalist.org/
observations/201658500

(12)



HCT staff are to remove a few young forest trees 
on the corner of the Hadada Trail on the west side 
of the reserve

(13)

The Hadada and Bushshrike Trails on the western side of the 
forest have been mowed and opened up (pruned) for summer. 

(14)

(15) (16)

(17) (18)

This is a Hairy Flower Wasp (or a Scolid wasp) observed 
on the Bushshrike trail. They are interesting because 
they burrow into the soil and lay their eggs on dung 
beetle grubs belonging to family Scarabaeidae. https://
www.inaturalist.org/observations/200601705

This is a Narrow Green-banded Swallowtail who 
feeds off the citrus plant family, Rutaceae, for 
example,  Bush Cherrys and Ironwoods. https://
www.inaturalist.org/observations/200601934

While observed in the grassland during the site visit, 
these nectar sipping Shiny Spiny Sugar Ant,  were 
drinking from the extra-floral nectaries (in red) on a 
Lucky Bean creeper. Note the size of the abdomen 
which is full up with sugar! https://www.inaturalist.org/
observations/200610856

Another butterfly on the Bushshirke trail 
was the east African Spirit, which is host 
to the local Caper family creepers.  https://
www.inaturalist.org/
observations/200601972



Spotted Genet Tambourine Done

Red Duiker Blue Duiker

Spotted Eagle Owl

Water Mongoose

Observations from the camera traps in February showed the usual allotment of animals using the water provided by the HCT staff to bath 
and drink. We are working towards formalising the logging of this data on a consist basis so that it can be used a baseline information for the 
forest and to track change. 
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Camera Trap highlights from November 2023. Hawaan Forest. 

Large Spoted Genet Female Bushbuck 

Red Capped Robin Chat Pair of Red Duikers 

Purple crested turaco Tambourine dove 
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