
 

25.03.2024

1) The temperatures during March have eased somewhat since February. However, weekly highs for the last week of March 
were still around 30 degrees. 88 mm of rain fell during March.
2) Work conducted during March by the HCT operations team has included mowing, pruning, and weeding of the trail network 
around the grassland and forest. Spot spraying of invasive and woody plant species has resumed, and the results are shown in items 16.
3) Following the sightings of Trumpeter Hornbills feeding on Natal Figs, Bernard Chitikno spent a couple of days in an attempt 
to track down their nesting sites. Unfortunately, he did not find the nest but determined that they visit Hawaan in the mornings at 6 am 
before heading out to forage for the day. This indicates that they may be roosting in a nearby area of the forest and not in Umdloti where 
they are also often observed.
4) A security incident in March has prompted us to conduct enhanced snare patrols around the eastern and western areas of 
the Forest. Life Landscapes will also cut back to 30 cm,  a 20m wide strip along buffer at Python Place.
5) Follow-up work on the bush encroachment was conducted on the western portion of the grassland by the HCT staff who 
have slashed back coppice and spot sprayed regrowth.
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(1) (2)

Assessment of the foot path  with the 
Estate Manager along the Phase 5 
boundary determined that limited (300 
mm high by 20 wide) pruning of grasses 
will improve both visual and access for 
Marshall security along the grassland 
buffer. 

Ongoing, management of the bush 
encroachment has been cut back by 
Gabriel along Phase 5 bufferzone.  

(3) (4)

For security purposes, a rough cut of 
grassess 300 mm high, while case-by-case 
clearing of bush-clumps within 20 m of 
the boundary has been discussed. 

During a drive around with the Estate 
Manager, Syngonium podophyllum, was 
noted planted on the verge. As this is a 
Cat 1a listed invasive species it should be 
removed.  



(5) (6)

Camera traps were checked, and water 
holes have been cleaned during March 
2024. 

A forest Knobwood,  which fell down on 
the servitude, was cleaned up in March 
by the conservation team. 

(7) (8)

Clearing of Silver Oak off the servitude was 
conducted near the Bush Shrike trail 
junction.  

Scleroderma fungi, commonly known as Earth 
balls, are a genus of fungi belonging to the 
family Sclerodermataceae. They are notable for 
their thick, tough outer rinds and spherical fruit 
bodies. These fungi are ectomycorrhizal, 
meaning they form symbiotic relationships with 
the roots of plants, helping their plants with 
water and nutrient absorption while the fungus 
receives carbohydrates produced by the plant 
through photosynthesis. 



(9) (10) 

The solitary bee’s colony are still actively 
foraging, and hence we have not mowed 
the edge of the pathway in this area during 
March.  

At the solitary bee colony, the HCT staff will 
cut back both the Siver Oak and the Croton 
on the grassland-forest edge.  

(11) 

# 

(12) 

Grassland trails have been cut and 
maintained during March 2024. 

HCT staff have started their spot-spraying 
programme in the central areas of the 
grassland. Targeting, specifically, Cassytha 
filiformis and Searsia nebulosa.  

(13) (14) 

HCT staff to gently prune back and lift 
the crown of the Duiker-berry Tree at 
the picnic area.  

Follow up spraying and cutting was done in 
March on the western area of the grassland 
during March. This consolidated the work 
conducted in November 2023 



(15) (16) 

HCT staff have cleared up a couple of 
bush-clumps on the western area of the 
grassland, allowing, for security 
purposes, a much more open 
perspective for the cameras.  

This Blood-Red Acraea butterfly was  noted 
enjoying the nectar on the local Tephrosia’s 
which have come up after the burning and 
clearing in the western areas of the 
grassland. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/2
05223358#activity_identification_1d27cb87-
a805-4a0b-8cea-8e6d7838ad10 

(17) (18) 

The ground-nesting bee colony remains 
vigorously active, engaged in pollen 
collection as of late March 2024. Soon, 
they will transition into the diapause 
phase of their lifecycle. During this 
period, the females, as depicted in the 
accompanying image, will perish, 
leaving the pupae buried in the soil. 
These pupae are set to emerge towards 
the year's end, around mid-November.  

So great to see, that the local Hawaan 
fauna, a vine-leaf Vagrant butterfly, 
utilising the some of planted wild-
flowers (Leonotis) in the wild-flower 
restoration areas. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/observation
s/205223293#activity_identification_da2
8e614-6c8c-42cf-97d0-1e0e661b9759 



Camera Trap imagery from March 2024 

The have been some great mixed foraging 
parties captured on the camera’s during 
March. Here, Crested Guinea fowls and Red 
Duiker.  

On the Bush-Shrike trail, Crested Guinea 
fowl and Bush Buck.  

The recent hot weather has prompted a 
diverse array animals captured at the 
water-hole on the Bush-shrike trail. Such as 
the Crowned eagle drinking at the water-
hole.  

A family of Purple Crested Turaco’s. 

A nice large Bushbuck passing by the water-
hole on the Bush Shrike trail.   

A small, blue Duiker close up at the water-
hole.  
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Spotted Genet Tambourine Done

Red Duiker Blue Duiker

Spotted Eagle Owl

Water Mongoose

Observations from the camera traps in February showed the usual allotment of animals using the water provided by the HCT staff to bath 
and drink. We are working towards formalising the logging of this data on a consist basis so that it can be used a baseline information for the 
forest and to track change. 



Camera Trap highlights from November 2023. Hawaan Forest. 

Large Spoted Genet Female Bushbuck 

Red Capped Robin Chat Pair of Red Duikers 

Purple crested turaco Tambourine dove 
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