
 

09.09.2024

1. Work at the Hawaan forest over July has comprised maintenance of forest encroachment into grassland Block 5, while some herbicide has
been applied to the coppicing shrubs and the Dodda in grassland Block 4.
2. There was only 20 mm of rainfall during July and the forest is still very dry. Consequently, the HCT staff have been kept busy filling up water-
points which comprise roughly 60 L per day.
3. No snares were collected during July, but camera trap No. 3 did observe a group of poachers who came in on the M4. The estate security
was notified, and Marshall Security team was deployed.
4. Trails within WESSA forest have been maintained during July – but there have been requests for the leaf-litter on the trails to be raked slightly
in order to help with pedestrian navigation. The central pathway leading from Bulbul Trail to the eastern outlook has been done; the next portion
would be to maintain slightly the northern loop that links the Bushshrike Trail.
5. There have been a number of birding groups visiting the forest during July. Sightings have included the Spotted Ground Thrush, Blue-
mantled Flycatcher, Dark-backed Weaver, Bar-throated Apalis, and Green Malkoha.
6. We have started developing a fauna photographic portfolio from the camera trap images that have been collected. The first month of the
presentation is of the Antelope of the Hawaan Forest - see page 4.
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(1) (2) 

The new forest gate and cameras have been 
installed and working properly. 

Housekeeping at the sheds is still not great and 
urgently needs to attended to by the security 
contractor, especially since guests are using 
the entrance gate to access the forest. Note 
that this was sorted out by the end of July. 

(3) (4) 

This image of the understory gives us an idea of 
how dry the forest has become at this time of 
year. 

Pruning of broken branch from quite a large 
Ziziphus was done in July. 

(5) (6) 

On the northern edge of the buffer zone, some 
bush encroachment will be cut back and will be 
ready for burning in August. 

Bush-clearing has been done preparation for 
prescribed burn in August. 
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(7) (8) 

Tracer-belts at Block 2 have been prepared. Grassland pathways were not mowed this 
month but remain neat. 

(9) (10) 

The final tracer belt will be installed at the end 
of July along the Hadada trail. 

Trees tags in the forest, have been scheduled to 
cleaned and serviced in July. 

(11) (12) 

The small cyclone in May, in fact did cause 
some local damage to the crowns of forest 
trees but no serious issues have been found. 
The deck and outlook area were neat during 
inspection. 

Camera traps in the logs have been installed 
and are monitoring both wildlife and humans 
within the forest.  
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(13) (14) 

The amount of water used daily by animals 
during this dry period in July on average 60l. 
The HCT staff replenish this two to three times 
per week.  

Unlike the indigenous gardens, not too many 
forest trees are flowering during July but there 
are few, including Coastal Guarri – Euclea 
racemosa. 

    (15)     (16) 

While, also fruiting is Coastal Bone Apple, 
Catunaregam spinosum.  

Within the lovely indigenous gardens and 
verges around the estate, and out of the range 
of the many Bush Buck which are around, 
wintering flowering shrubs such as Ribbon 
Bush, Peristrophe cernua.  
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Antelope of the Hawaan Forest 
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Normalised differentiated vegetation index, on a scale from 0-1, is a satellite derived metric used to monitor 

vegetation health and primary productivity. This can be tracked on a monthly bases through the growing season, 
where it can be noted that mean NDVI at the Hawaan peaked in Mid-February at 0.58 and dropped to 0.45 during 

late May,

Male Bushbuck

Female Bushbuck

Blue Duiker - Male

Lemon Dove Red Duiker - Male

Banded Mongoose Vervet Monkey 



Camera Trap imagery from April 2024 

Vervet monkeys have been enjoying the 
fresh water provided HCT at the Bushshrike 
water point

As have many of the Red Duiker 

The large male bush-buck and the beautiful female bush-buck, all look in fine 
condition.   

Two beautiful forest doves, the rarer 
forest, Lemon Dove..

and the more common, more of 
associated with woodlands, Tambourine 
Dove, were captured on the camera 
during April



Spotted Genet Tambourine Done

Red Duiker Blue Duiker

Spotted Eagle Owl

Water Mongoose

Observations from the camera traps in February showed the usual allotment of animals using the water provided by the HCT staff to bath 
and drink. We are working towards formalising the logging of this data on a consist basis so that it can be used a baseline information for the 
forest and to track change. 



Camera Trap highlights from November 2023. Hawaan Forest. 

Large Spoted Genet Female Bushbuck 

Red Capped Robin Chat Pair of Red Duikers 

Purple crested turaco Tambourine dove 









Camera Trap imagery from March 2024 

The have been some great mixed foraging 
parties captured on the camera’s during 
March. Here, Crested Guinea fowls and Red 
Duiker.  

On the Bush-Shrike trail, Crested Guinea 
fowl and Bush Buck.  

The recent hot weather has prompted a 
diverse array animals captured at the 
water-hole on the Bush-shrike trail. Such as 
the Crowned eagle drinking at the water-
hole.  

A family of Purple Crested Turaco’s. 

A nice large Bushbuck passing by the water-
hole on the Bush Shrike trail.   

A small, blue Duiker close up at the water-
hole.  
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