
 

10.10.2024
1. Work at the Hawaan forest over September comprised routine maintenance actions, in addition to cleaning 

and raking of the forest Management Zone and WESSA trail in preparation for Prof Eugene Moll, and the 
Botanical Society visit to the forest.

2. September realised about 135 mm of rainfall, though on average the forest productivity (as show by NDVI) 
has not increased just yet.

3. Two snares were removed during the routine snare western portion of the reserve, and HCT staff also 
managed release a Bushbuck which had been trapped in a snare.

4. Bird activity, especially breeding calls, have increased during September. We plan to deploy the Passive 
Acoustic Monitor) PAM during October and November.

5. We have started developing a fauna photographic portfolio from the camera trap images that have been
collected. This month, we continue to profile some more of the avifauna captured by the camera traps.

6. Actions planned for October are to begin the follow-up spot spraying of any regenerating woody plants in 
Grassland Block 2 and 5, while also installing smaller browsing enclosures with the re-purposed fencing 
material.
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HOA to help with carpenter to secure entrance sign. Some further debris has been found on the servitude 
area at the gate, which will be bagged and disposed 
of by HCT staff. 

(3) (4) 

The owners 36 Herald Drive to be contacted 
regarding clearing of invasive alien plants on their 
verge.  

Madeira vine seedlings on the verge to be either 
hand pulled or sprayed by HCT staff. 

(5) (6) 

Housekeeping at the management zone was good 
during the inspection. 

Early spring growth of the forest appear to have 
increased slightly in the past month, but the forest is 
still rather deciduous. 
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(7) (8) 

In preparation for Eugene Moll’s visit the HCT will 
have prepared and pruned back the WESSA and 
Bushshrike trails. 

A list of tree tags has been compiled during 
September. These tree tags will be used to aid 
navigation.   

(9) (10) 

The family Euphorbiaceae are typically dioecious, 
meaning that trees are separately male and female. 
One such species in the Hawaan is Securidaca 
africana, where the male plants' flowers have 
stamens that support the anthers holding the pollen. 

 While the females, have stigmas which collect the 
pollen, which grows down into the ovary and forms 
the fruit and seed, as seen in this female Suregada 
africana in September – which is dioecus species, 
meaning trees have separate male and female 
individuals in the forest.  

(11) (12) 

Maerua angolensis fruiting in September. Buxus natalensis in flowering in September. 
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HCT staff to cut back fallen branch of Ziziphus along 
the WESSA trail.  

Existing tree tags in the WESSA forest to be cleaned 
during October. 

(15) (16) 

The browsing exclusion fence has now been 
removed. HCT staff to collect data from this area to 
compare to data collected in 2021.  

The old-fencing material will be repurposed to make 
smaller browsing exclusion plots, while the rest will 
be taken off site.  

(17) (18) 

The old-faded signage in the grassland to be 
removed by HCT staff.  

Grassland has recovered well after the burn on the 
eastern area of the forest. 
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(19) (20) 

Now that much of the physical bush-encroachment 
has been done in Block 2, follow-up spot spraying 
will.be weekly. 

These bare and sandy areas in the grassland Block 4 
which had been exposed by the fire, had not-yet to 
greened up in by the end of September.  

(20) (21) 

The Black-sparrow hawk, continues to be a regular 
visit to the  

The camera’s also show that there are a lot of young 
bushbuck Antelope in the forest during late winter 
to early Summer.  

(23) (24) 

Also noted during September were Marsh Mongoose And the usual pair of Water Mongoose 
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Climatic Data for September 2024 

Some further avifauna captured by camera traps at the Hawaan Forest



Operations: Tasks 2024 
Category Item Task Schedule Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Trails 1.1 Clearing away vegetation that is growing 

over, repairing washaways Weekly  x - - - - x 
- 1.2 Repairing washaways Weekly  - - - 

1.3 Resetting concrete sleeper treads on steeper 
parts of the trails Weekly    - - - - - 

1.4 Cut the trails using a brush cutter once every 
two weeks in summer and check for 
overgrowth in winter 

Weekly  x x - - 

1.5 Trails should be maintained because they 
function as fire breaks or tracer breaks for 
fire-fighting when annual burn is done each 
year in July/August. 

Weekly  x  x x x

1.6 Check trails for over-hanging branches and 
other vegetation. Weekly  x - x x 

1.7 Clearing litter on the trails and in the forest 
twice a week as not much pedestrian traffic 
if usage increases then checking daily will 
have to be done. 

Weekly  x x x x

1.8 Check fuel and oil for machines and report. Monthly  x - -
1.9 Snare management – check hot spot sites for 

re-applied snares on a weekly basis Monthly  x x x

Water points 2.1 Check if waterpoints are soiled by animals Weekly  x x x

2.2 Fill waterpoints along the trails Weekly  x x x

Infrastructure 3.1 Observe and report to Management where 
signage needs to be cleaned or replaced due 
to vandalism or fading 

Monthly  x x - 

3.2 Check signs and clean signs and benches 
weekly Weekly  x x x 

3.3 Check exclusion plot for fallen trees or 
branches damaging the wire. Monthly     - x - - 

3.4 Keep tools and equipment clean and serviced 
daily for hand tools. Weekly  x x - x - - - 

3.5 Clean and service machine tools after each 
session of use. Chainsaw, Brushcutter. Weekly  x x x x - - - 

3.6 Service of machinery at Berries Yearly - - - - - - - - - 
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3.7 Keep Tilley Huts neat and tidy sweep daily, 
clean windows every 10 days check 
maintenance and rusting on a monthly basis 
and report to HCT members. 

Weekly   x x x x 

3.8 Check that trail cameras weekly to ensure 
they are not stolen. Daily   x x x x 

3.9 Cleaning of shower on a daily basis 
after use. na - - x 

3.10 Check and order cleaning consumables for 
shower and toilet na - - - - 

Woody plant 
management 

4.1 On-going daily work is clearing invasive 
introduced plants such as Pepper Trees, 
Triffid etc..in both the forest and grassland 
systems. 

Weekly  x x x 

Checking for regrowth of IAPs monthly and 
set out new work areas each month. Monthly  x x -

4.2 Removal of selected indigenous woody 
encroachment species such Silver Oak in the 
grassland section 

Monthly - x - 
x 

x 

4.3 Monitoring herbicide stores on a monthly 
basis 

Monthly   x x - 

Fire 
management 

5.1 
Ensure tracers belts and pathways in the 
grassland open before prescribed burn Yearly - - - x x 

5.2 Service fire-fighting equipment once before 
the annual burn is completed and then oil up 
so that ne-t season the equipment has not 
seized up with rust. Fire fighting 
=equipment one drip torch, 3 rubber beaters 
with handles, two Knapsack sprayers. 

Yearly - - - x - 

Consumables 6.1 Order uniforms and personal protective gear 
for the 2 staff. Yearly - - - - - - --- 
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Climatic data (August 2024) 

Prescribed burning scar 2024 

Avifauna of the Hawaan Forest 
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Antelope of the Hawaan Forest 
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Normalised differentiated vegetation index, on a scale from 0-1, is a satellite derived metric used to monitor 

vegetation health and primary productivity. This can be tracked on a monthly bases through the growing season, 
where it can be noted that mean NDVI at the Hawaan peaked in Mid-February at 0.58 and dropped to 0.45 during 

late May,

Male Bushbuck

Female Bushbuck

Blue Duiker - Male

Lemon Dove Red Duiker - Male

Banded Mongoose Vervet Monkey 



Camera Trap imagery from April 2024 

Vervet monkeys have been enjoying the 
fresh water provided HCT at the Bushshrike 
water point

As have many of the Red Duiker 

The large male bush-buck and the beautiful female bush-buck, all look in fine 
condition.   

Two beautiful forest doves, the rarer 
forest, Lemon Dove..

and the more common, more of 
associated with woodlands, Tambourine 
Dove, were captured on the camera 
during April



Spotted Genet Tambourine Done

Red Duiker Blue Duiker

Spotted Eagle Owl

Water Mongoose

Observations from the camera traps in February showed the usual allotment of animals using the water provided by the HCT staff to bath 
and drink. We are working towards formalising the logging of this data on a consist basis so that it can be used a baseline information for the 
forest and to track change. 



Camera Trap highlights from November 2023. Hawaan Forest. 

Large Spoted Genet Female Bushbuck 

Red Capped Robin Chat Pair of Red Duikers 

Purple crested turaco Tambourine dove 









Camera Trap imagery from March 2024 

The have been some great mixed foraging 
parties captured on the camera’s during 
March. Here, Crested Guinea fowls and Red 
Duiker.  

On the Bush-Shrike trail, Crested Guinea 
fowl and Bush Buck.  

The recent hot weather has prompted a 
diverse array animals captured at the 
water-hole on the Bush-shrike trail. Such as 
the Crowned eagle drinking at the water-
hole.  

A family of Purple Crested Turaco’s. 

A nice large Bushbuck passing by the water-
hole on the Bush Shrike trail.   

A small, blue Duiker close up at the water-
hole.  
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