
 

01.07.2024

1. Work at the Hawaan forest over June has comprised with ongoing maintenance of forest encroachment into grassland Block 2, which has
almost been completed. The HCT teams will move to Block 5 on the eastern area of the grassland during July.
2. Other major actions conducted by staff over June have been filling up water stations for the many Antelope, Monkeys and other wildlife
which use the water-points on a daily basis. We estimate that we are replacing about 10 L of water per day at this time of year.
3. According the to the Marchussen weather station, Hawaan received 29 mm of rain over June, but regardless ongoing dry and semi-
deciduous phase remains as noted by the measure of NDVI for June. See page four of the report.
4. The WESSA side of the forest, although, not yet formally transferred, continues to be managed by part-time HCT staff who ensures the
trails are maintained, snare patrols are conducted and that camera traps are working.
4. Camera traps have been working overtime, especially at the busy water-points where on a daily basis, all three species of antelope are
observed.
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(1) (2)

We are still standing by regarding house and keeping and 
cleaning up of IT infrastructure. 

Forest trails have been mowed and maintained during 
June.  

(3) (4)

HCT to mow and maintain the servitude on the west 
of Python place.  

On the western bufferzone, Life Landscapes may 
need look at maintaining the woody plants and 
aliens on the bufferzone.  

(5) (6)

The grassland trails on the west of the reserve were 
neat and well maintained in June. 

There are still two smaller bush clumps, on the 
western side of the reserve. These will be cleaned up 
and removed during late August.   



(7) (8)

A couple of large Indian Laurel, and small Pepper 
saplings in the far corner of Grassland Block 2 to be 
managed in June. 

Vegetation on the Block 2 grassland block, with 
young pepper trees to be scheduled for July.  

(9) (10)

Bush encroachment species such as Allophylus 
africanus have been spot sprayed in Block 2.  

Buch clearing has been done in the Python Grassland 
bowl in preparation for annual prescribed burn. 

(11) (12)

We will are on schedule to finish clearing the hill in 
Block 2 by the end of June. 

One of few flowering plants in the grassland during 
June was Cape Honey Suckle, which occurs in one or 
two bush-clumps.  



(13) (14)

From July, HCT staff will move to eastern grassland 
edge in Block 5, where young Forest Crotons and 
other bush encroachment species are scheduled to 
be cleared.  

We have plans to conceal the exposed edges of 
water-point at the very active Bush-shrike junction. 

(15) (16)

Secamone alpini, is a forest creeper, that is famous 
for its white sap and climbin habitiat. Like many 
plants in the Apocynaceae family, they have 
dehiscent fruits which eject wind-blown seeds that 
allow them parashoot across the forest, often 
getting tangled along them. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/22485643
5 

Another creeper which was observed flowering 
along forest edges in June was the cousin the Canary 
Creeper, Senecio pleistocephalus. This Senecio, when 
compared with usual forest Canary creeper (Senecio 
tamoides) has thicker succulent leaves and is often 
located in exposed, and dry areas of the forest.  



(17) (18)

There are two species of Iron Plum in the Hawaan 
forest, the smaller and most common Drypetes 
arguta is a forest specialist, and fruits throughout 
the year. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/22485630
3. 

This colorful insect belongs to a group of moths 
called Handmaiden Moths. Often mistaken for small 
butterflies, the larval stage of these moths is 
restricted to certain plant families for feeding, 
particularly plants in the Coffee family (Rubiaceae) 
and the Morning Glory family (Convolvulaceae). 
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/22485624
0 

Climate summary of Hawaan, showing Rainfall (courtesy of the Marchussen weather station) and 
NDVI, which is a satellite-derived metric of vegetation productivity (courtesy of the Sentinel-2 
satellite and Google Earth Engine).  
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The camera trap at the Bushshrike Trail during June 2024 has captured some lovley action from great variety of 
animals. The forest has been very dry and these animals have been using a lot of water, keeping the HCT staff busy, 
who fill up around 10L per day at each water point.  

Vervet Monkeys, seem to enjoy the fresh water, 
especially during Winter.  

The Genet, visits at night and we usually seem him or her, 
about one a month on the cameras.  

This Blue Duker, and a very cute fawn were also using 
the water-point.  

Of the birds, the Purple Crested Turace was a frequent 
visitor during June.  

This, young male Red Duiker, identified by having only 
one horn, was also spotted during June.  

In deeper areas of the forest we have set up trail cameras 
which are hidden in logs. This provides a slightly more 
interesting angle to passers by such as this Blue Duiker.  
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Normalised differentiated vegetation index, on a scale from 0-1, is a satellite derived metric used to monitor 

vegetation health and primary productivity. This can be tracked on a monthly bases through the growing season, 
where it can be noted that mean NDVI at the Hawaan peaked in Mid-February at 0.58 and dropped to 0.45 during 

late May,

Male Bushbuck

Female Bushbuck

Blue Duiker - Male

Lemon Dove Red Duiker - Male

Banded Mongoose Vervet Monkey 



Camera Trap imagery from April 2024 

Vervet monkeys have been enjoying the 
fresh water provided HCT at the Bushshrike 
water point

As have many of the Red Duiker 

The large male bush-buck and the beautiful female bush-buck, all look in fine 
condition.   

Two beautiful forest doves, the rarer 
forest, Lemon Dove..

and the more common, more of 
associated with woodlands, Tambourine 
Dove, were captured on the camera 
during April



Spotted Genet Tambourine Done

Red Duiker Blue Duiker

Spotted Eagle Owl

Water Mongoose

Observations from the camera traps in February showed the usual allotment of animals using the water provided by the HCT staff to bath 
and drink. We are working towards formalising the logging of this data on a consist basis so that it can be used a baseline information for the 
forest and to track change. 



Camera Trap highlights from November 2023. Hawaan Forest. 

Large Spoted Genet Female Bushbuck 

Red Capped Robin Chat Pair of Red Duikers 

Purple crested turaco Tambourine dove 









Camera Trap imagery from March 2024 

The have been some great mixed foraging 
parties captured on the camera’s during 
March. Here, Crested Guinea fowls and Red 
Duiker.  

On the Bush-Shrike trail, Crested Guinea 
fowl and Bush Buck.  

The recent hot weather has prompted a 
diverse array animals captured at the 
water-hole on the Bush-shrike trail. Such as 
the Crowned eagle drinking at the water-
hole.  

A family of Purple Crested Turaco’s. 

A nice large Bushbuck passing by the water-
hole on the Bush Shrike trail.   

A small, blue Duiker close up at the water-
hole.  
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