
 

21.05.2024
1. Ongoing dry and semi-deciduous seasonal changes of forest primary productivity through autumn at Hawaan continue, and can be
monitored using Normalised Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI), a measure of greenness derived from the European Agency, Sentinel 2
satellite - see page 4 of the report.
2. Finally, after much communication and support from Trustees and HOA, a municipal team has been deployed to repair the broken
mainline municipal sewage culvert on the western side of the forest.
3. Clearing of woody plant encroachment into the grasslands blocks 3 and 5, has been a focus of the HCT team during May. The HCT
team are now working towards to hill on the western section of the Python Place. Of moderate concern in these disturbed areas, is the
emergence of Podophyllum ruderale. Which despite our best efforts has spread to western portion of the grasslands. Although it’s a short
lived annual species, meaning it will die off during the winter, we will continue to monitor it.
4. We have at least five hollowed out tree trunks in which to hide our camera traps. These will be deployed on the eastern and western
interior of the forests for increase surveillance,
5. Work has been conducted on the eastern (neighboring) THD/WESSA component of the forest, which has included:
(i) Clearing of invasive plant species on the M4 boundary;
(ii) Neatening up of the vegetation on the pedestrian gate on Herald Drive
(iii) Cleaning and maintenance of tree tags
(iv) Ongoing deployment of bio-acoustic monitoring using Song meters.
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(1) (2) 

Improved housekeeping is still needed at the 
management sub-zone, specifically cleaning up of 
contractor litter and servicing of the compost 
stockpile. 

(3) (4) 

The forest trails, along the pipeline and within the 
grassland have all been neatly mowed during May. 

The trail forest link to WESSA gate is looking very 
cosy and great additional to network.  

(5) (6) 

Pruning has conducted on the Herwood Drive 
pedestrian gate, which included lifting of creepers 
and neatening up the area. 

On the WESSA link, tree tags will be cleaned and 
serviced in during May. 

A municipal contractor has been working to 
unblock and repair the sewer main line which 
bisects the forest and discharges in the Umhlanga 
Sewer works. 



(7) (8) 

Chromolaena odorata, invasive management was 
conducted along the eastern M4 boundary in May 
2024.  

Elaeodendron croceum, Forest Saffron, was observed 
fruiting heavily along the M4 roadway. The bark 
from this species has medicinal and magical 
properties and is typically one of the species 
targeted for bark harvesting.  

(9) (10
)

Mexican sunflower was also treated on M4 
roadway during May 2024.  

During May, on the eastern portion of the forest, the are 
literally thousands of the Leonards Acrea moths. These are 
generalist fruit piecing months, meaning that they piece ripe 
fruit to feed on during the adult stage, and are able to select a 
number of different host tree species to feed on during the 
larvae stage, including While Milkwood’s, Allophylus and 

Crotons. 

(11) (12) 

The ankle high rough cut of the conservation buffer area 
has been completed and looks appropriate in areas where 
it has been conducted.  

Despite our best efforts, there is lot of Yerba Porosa in 
disturbed areas of the grassland at the moment, especially 
on the western portion of the site. This is an annual 
species though it might be useful to burn these areas this 
winter to try and kill off the seed. . 



(13) (14) 

The Hairy Indian mallow, Abutilon grandifolium was 
noted to have colonised the grassland and is new 
invasive species on the site. It will be monitored and 
removed.  

The final bit of Silver Oak and Brazilian Pepper 
saplings in the eastern grassland blocks will be 
attended to by the May or early June. 

(15) (16) 

Part of the grassland management programme at 
Hawaan is manual removal of bush encroachment 
species, such as this Allophylus natalensis.  

Clearing of young indigenous shrubs in has 
grassland Block 4 and 3 has been a focus of the HCT 
team during May. 

(17) (18) 

Feeding off the nectar resources of the Eriosema in 
the Hawaan grassland wildlflower area were Black 
Pie butterfly  

And a Bumspot Fruit Chaffer Beetle. 
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Normalised differentiated vegetation index, on a scale from 0-1, is a satellite derived metric used to monitor 

vegetation health and primary productivity. This can be tracked on a monthly bases through the growing season, 
where it can be noted that mean NDVI at the Hawaan peaked in Mid-February at 0.58 and dropped to 0.45 during 

late May,
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Camera Trap imagery from April 2024 

Vervet monkeys have been enjoying the 
fresh water provided HCT at the Bushshrike 
water point

As have many of the Red Duiker 

The large male bush-buck and the beautiful female bush-buck, all look in fine 
condition.   

Two beautiful forest doves, the rarer 
forest, Lemon Dove..

and the more common, more of 
associated with woodlands, Tambourine 
Dove, were captured on the camera 
during April



Spotted Genet Tambourine Done

Red Duiker Blue Duiker

Spotted Eagle Owl

Water Mongoose

Observations from the camera traps in February showed the usual allotment of animals using the water provided by the HCT staff to bath 
and drink. We are working towards formalising the logging of this data on a consist basis so that it can be used a baseline information for the 
forest and to track change. 



Camera Trap highlights from November 2023. Hawaan Forest. 

Large Spoted Genet Female Bushbuck 

Red Capped Robin Chat Pair of Red Duikers 

Purple crested turaco Tambourine dove 









Camera Trap imagery from March 2024 

The have been some great mixed foraging 
parties captured on the camera’s during 
March. Here, Crested Guinea fowls and Red 
Duiker.  

On the Bush-Shrike trail, Crested Guinea 
fowl and Bush Buck.  

The recent hot weather has prompted a 
diverse array animals captured at the 
water-hole on the Bush-shrike trail. Such as 
the Crowned eagle drinking at the water-
hole.  

A family of Purple Crested Turaco’s. 

A nice large Bushbuck passing by the water-
hole on the Bush Shrike trail.   

A small, blue Duiker close up at the water-
hole.  
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