
 

22.04.2024

1. With the onset of autumn on the KwaZulu-Natal coastal belt, the forest has now entered its semi-deciduous phase. Unless we receive 
significant rainfall, we expect the forest to dry out until around mid-September or even mid-October.
2. The seasonal migrant and endangered Spotted Ground Thrush has been frequently observed at the Hawaan and neighboring  
Sibaya Forest during April. The Song-meter used to measure bioacoustics has been in the testing phase, so we should be able to 
formally determine the occurrence of this bird using this tool.
3. Work conducted during April by the HCT operations team has included standard operations such as mowing, pruning, and weeding of 
the trail network around the grassland and forest. Spot spraying of invasive and woody plant species, specifically Searsia nebulosa, has 
continued. We will prepare tracer belts for the prescribed burn during the month of May.
 4. An additional four camera traps have been set up along the southern portion of the Bulbul trail. Some of the observations included in 
the pages below feature two species of forest doves, the Lemon Dove and Tambourine Dove.
5. Work has been conducted on the eastern (neighboring) THD/WESSA component of the forest, which has included:
    (i) Development of trail links with the Hawaan trail network; (ii) Maintenance and redevelopment of the overgrown THD/WESSA trail 
network; snare patrol along the eastern M4 Boundary; removal of invasive plant species.
 6. The construction of a new gate at the forest management zone, and a site camp for the security contractor will require some 
cleaning up once this work has been completed. This will include formalizing stockpiling areas for landscaping mulch, etc.
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(1) (2) 

A new gate at the forest management zone has been 
installed. The upgrade includes a permanent security 
camera and replacement of the fencing in the area.  

 The sign on Herald Drive needs to be 
straightened up. HOA have offered to help with 
this during the up coming fence installation.  

(3) (4) 

Housekeeping issues at the Forest Management Zone: The 
old infrastructure of the security cameras will be removed 
within the next week.  

 Trails linking the HCT to the WESSA property have been 
opened up during April, including maintenance of the 
WESSA trail.  

(5) (6) 

Flowering on the forest edge in April are Hibiscus 
surattensis, which is quite a prickly and scandent 
climbing shrub.  

The central link Bushshrike trail link to WESSA forest 
area has also been opened up the pipeline trail.  



(7) (8) 

The Solitary Bees have just about gone into winter 
diapause so the forest edge trail on the corner of 
the Bushshrike will be cut by the end of April. 

Flowering on the forest edge during April are 
African Blue Bell, Wahlenbergia undulata. 

(9) (10) 

Monthly management of Eugenia capensis and 
Allophylus natalensis has been conducted in 
grassland Block 3. 

Grassland trails were cut in late April and were 
looking neat during the inspection. 

(11) (12) 

Wild Lions Paw have done well this summer and 
have continued to flower over late March and into 
April. 

Solanum seaforthianum on the Bush Shrike forest 
trail are to be removed in April. 



(13) (14) 

Camera traps and water points have been serviced 
in April. The new camera’s have replaced the older 
model camera which were previously located at this 
water point.  

The conservation team to rake pathway to the Bush 
Shrike trail before the end of April. 

(15) (16) 

Bernard, and the WESSA team have now cleared  
links and have opened up the WESSA loop trail 
during April.  

One of few plants flowering in the forest during April 
are Allophylus natalensis, these plants are alive with 
insect activity, including this striped eyed Lagoon Fly.  

(17) (18) 

Bernard, and the WESSA team have now cleared 
links and have opened the WESSA loop trail during 
April. Also feeding off Allophylus natalensis during 
April are Pearl Charaxes butterflies 

Yellow-collared carpenter, Xylocarpa flavicollis, was 
also noted feeding off the nectar on the Tephrosia’s 
within the grassland.   



Camera Trap imagery from April 2024 

Vervet monkeys have been enjoying the 
fresh water provided HCT at the Bushshrike 
water point

As have many of the Red Duiker 

The large male bush-buck and the beautiful female bush-buck, all look in fine 
condition.   

Two beautiful forest doves, the rarer 
forest, Lemon Dove..

and the more common, more of 
associated with woodlands, Tambourine 
Dove, were captured on the camera 
during April
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Spotted Genet Tambourine Done

Red Duiker Blue Duiker

Spotted Eagle Owl

Water Mongoose

Observations from the camera traps in February showed the usual allotment of animals using the water provided by the HCT staff to bath 
and drink. We are working towards formalising the logging of this data on a consist basis so that it can be used a baseline information for the 
forest and to track change. 



Camera Trap highlights from November 2023. Hawaan Forest. 

Large Spoted Genet Female Bushbuck 

Red Capped Robin Chat Pair of Red Duikers 

Purple crested turaco Tambourine dove 









Camera Trap imagery from March 2024 

The have been some great mixed foraging 
parties captured on the camera’s during 
March. Here, Crested Guinea fowls and Red 
Duiker.  

On the Bush-Shrike trail, Crested Guinea 
fowl and Bush Buck.  

The recent hot weather has prompted a 
diverse array animals captured at the 
water-hole on the Bush-shrike trail. Such as 
the Crowned eagle drinking at the water-
hole.  

A family of Purple Crested Turaco’s. 

A nice large Bushbuck passing by the water-
hole on the Bush Shrike trail.   

A small, blue Duiker close up at the water-
hole.  
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